
 

 

LOOKING BACK TO 1967                   Richard Williams 
 
The Egham-by-Runnymede Historical Society was founded in April 1967.  One of the many ways 
we plan to celebrate our 50th Anniversary, is to look back, month by month, at the local events that 
happened during the year our Society was born.   These monthly notes have been put together using 
selected items from the 1967 editions of The Staines & Egham News held in Egham Museum. 
JANUARY 1967 HIGHLIGHTS 

Staines & Egham News – Friday January 6th Maurice and Delia 
Mountford retired from the Railway Hotel, in Station Road, Egham (property 
currently closed) after 19 years.  They were given a rousing send off by their 
‘regulars’ on Tuesday (3rd).  They were presented with an Axminster rug and 
a silver coffee pot by Mr Les Proctor on behalf of the patrons.  They retired 
to Benson in Oxfordshire. 

Staines & Egham News – Friday January 13th Egham Urban District Council’s plans to build 
houses and flats on about four acres of land at Egham Hythe, was vetoed by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government.  In September 1966 the Council’s proposal was to build 42 houses, eight 
bungalows, ten two-storey flats and 66 garages on the site, which at the time was used as allotments.  
Permission was refused as the site was liable to flooding and the layout was unsatisfactory.   The 
Minister ruled that if the land was not needed for allotments, it should be made available for public 
recreation.  
Vandals set fire to the Council’s refuse tip at Callow Hill over the weekend of 7th and 8th as well as 
sabotaging the bulldozer, which is kept on site.  Refuse collections were delayed during Monday. 
In the same edition, readers were warned that a 
Television Detector Car would be touring Staines,  
Ashford and Egham postal areas for two weeks from 
Monday 16th.  We were warned that these Cars were 
fitted with the most modern equipment and were able to 
locate a television receiver from the road or street as they 
passed.  (You may remember these Cars were fitted with 
what became known as ‘revolving roof racks’).  
Prosecutions were usually successful, we were told. 

During January 1967 one could buy a new Ford 
‘Corsair’ 2000 E saloon for £1,007 18s 4d, 
(£1007.92p).  A detached house in Egham, in 
immaculate order, 5-10 minutes walk to the station 
and shops, three bedrooms, two reception rooms, 
spacious kitchen, bathroom, wc, oil fire central 
heating and garage could be yours for £7,650.  
Location not specified.  (Usual for the time). 

Staines & Egham News – Friday January 27th A number of Virginia Water residents presented 
Egham Council with a petition asking for the provision of either a roundabout or traffic lights at the 
Callow Hill/Christchurch Road crossroads.   In a letter to the Highways Committee, the Chief 
Constable of Surrey said that the accident record at that junction for the previous three years did not 
justify the addition of traffic lights.  The Council Surveyor said he had ordered the new-type of 
‘crossroad’ signs which would be displayed in Christchurch Road on either side of the junction.  He 
also said he would obtain an estimate for the cost of providing a single 
yellow lamp to be suspended over the centre of the junction. 
 
The Monkees I’m a Believer (written by Neil Diamond) was the number one 
hit single this month. 
 

 
 
 


