
LOOKING BACK TO 1967 – MARCH HIGHLIGHTS           Richard Williams 

Staines & Egham News – Friday March 3rd.. Thorpe Primary School received new kitchen equipment 

during the half term break.  Items included a stainless steel sink unit, two steamers, three hot 

cupboards, a fish fryer and three gas burners, designed to prevent liquids from boiling over.  The 

Headmaster, Mr C Parker, told the newspaper that the children were always asking why they could 

not have chips.  He said they are now happy.  Mrs K Rayner, the school caterer, said she missed the 

old equipment that she’d had for years, but felt she would soon get used to the new machines. 

In the same edition, the Egham Show committee reported a profit of £622 for the 1966 Show, 

partly due, it was suggested, to the August Bank Holiday weekend now coinciding with the Show. 

Staines & Egham News- Friday March 10th. At a meeting on March 7th, Egham Urban District Council 

agreed in principle to a scheme put forward for the establishment of a sports club at Coopers Hill 

Lane playing field, formerly used by Foster-Wheelers.  The existing Sports Ground could be used for 

football and cricket by local clubs.  A second phase would use the land at the rear of the car park for 

a tennis court. 

In the same edition, the railway level crossings at Thorpe Road and New Road (Egham Causeway) 

attracted plenty of correspondence.  The Hythe Crossing Action Group committee had objected to 

the proposal to erect half-barriers at the crossing.  At a meeting of the Egham Highways Committee 

on March 6th Maud Austin, JP said that in the interest of public safety, the ‘Yellow Box’ system 

would be introduced.  However, the Ministry of Transport said such a proposal would be 

unacceptable.  The Egham Causeway crossing was finally closed to traffic on September 29th 1970. 

Staines & Egham News – Friday March 17th. It was reported that the Sunbury Clock was about to be 

moved from its position in the centre of the road (A308) to a site at the side of the highway.  For 

many years it had been the cause of serious traffic congestion. 

Staines & Egham News – Friday March 24th   A letter to the Editor from Maureen Rendell of 

Western Avenue, Thorpe, pointed out the historical value of the Egham area and suggested that an 

archaeological and historical society should be formed in the town.  Mr Sydney Oliver (the local 

historian) was also enthusiastic.  Readers who were interested in joining such a society were asked 

to contact her or Mr Oliver. 

In the same edition, it was reported that a small museum in the Memorial Lodge on the Priest Hill 

side at Runnymede (now the National Trust Tearoom) was officially opened by Lord Harlech, the 

former British Ambassador to the United States, on March 16th. There were very few exhibits but 

did include photographs of the memorials and a copy of the Magna Carta.  

Staines & Egham News – Friday March 31st  As work began on the re-construction of Egham High 

Street (The Precinct), workmen uncovered a number of Saxon items including stone, pots, pipes 

and bottles amongst the rubble. Sydney Oliver, who was apparently against the re-development, 

spent 20 hours patiently going through the rubble and found material dating from about 600 AD.  

Mr Oliver thought these finds were the first of Saxon origin to be found in Egham.  He also 

identified a 17th century basting pot in almost perfect condition. 



The number one hit of March 1967 was Release Me by Englebert Humperdinck (real name Arnold 

Dorsey).  He was born in Madras, India on May 2nd 1936.  It sold 1,365,000 copies and was number 

one for six weeks keeping The Beatles’ double-A-sided single Penny Lane/Strawberry Fields Forever 

at number two.  Release Me was written and first recorded by Eddie Miller in 1950. 

REMEMBERING THE FLOODS OF 1947 – 70 YEARS AGO                                         Richard Williams 

There is a scale mounted on the wall by the bridge over the River Colne in Church Street, Staines 

that marks the height of all the major floods in the 19th and the first part of the 20th century.  At 

more than 8 feet above normal river level, the mark for 1947 is by far the highest mark shown.  In 

1947, I was living at Sandhills Lane, Virginia Water and my father had nearly finished the house he 

was building in Norlands Lane.  Fortunately, he constructed it about two feet higher than the 

surrounding land, which proved to be just high enough to keep the flood water below the 

floorboards at its highest point.  During this time, he made regular early evening visits (in the dark), 

to the site using a small wooden dingy, borrowed from a neighbour.  Working five and a half days a 

week at the family garage in Pasonage Road, Englefield Green usually meant mid-week daytime 

visits were not possible.  We moved into the house in May 1947, although it was far from complete!   

The cause of the devastating flood in 1947 was a combination of two major weather events. It had 

either snowed or rained almost every day from early January until March, when the whole of 

Britain became frozen over.  On March 5th almost the whole country was hit by a blizzard that 

lasted for two days.  Snowdrifts of over 15 feet were reported locally and temperatures remained 

below zero for nearly two weeks.  A sudden thaw during the second week of March, followed by 

heavy rain, meant that all that rain and melt water could not penetrate the frozen ground.  

Runnymede was completely full with flood water, flowing over the Egham by-pass, as can be seen 

in the photograph taken by my father on March 16th. The road remained open, but the Windsor 

Road was closed for about three weeks, although employees at the Paripan paint works between 

the A308 and the Thames, were ferried to and from work by boat!  No time off in 1947.  Serious 

flooding has occurred since, in 1959, 1974, 2003 and most recently 2014, but nothing to the extent 

of 1947. The number of households affected by the recent floods has been significantly higher than 

in 1947, having a more serious impact on a greater number of inhabitants in the Runnymede area.      

 

 

   


